
Orange Business Chamber  

Phone: 0423 212 377 

Email: Info@orangechamber.com.au 

 

Minutes 

Annual General Meeting 
Orange Ex-Services Club – Morotai Room 

231 – 243 Anson Street Orange NSW 2800 

Wednesday, 18th September 2019 5:45pm 

The meeting commenced at 5:45pm 
Attendees: 
 
Ad Loyalty, Alicia McDonnell, Amanda Spalding, Andrew Minehan, Beau Baddock, Bernetta Lee, 
Business HQ, Catherine Marshall, Phillipa Elmes, David Carson, Scott Munro, Tony Borland, Daniel 
McGregor, Dellwyn Ryan, Grace Records, Joblink Plus, Katie Baddock, Inland Digital, Leiarna 
Dunworth, Matthew Ward, Marvasti Security, Mel Gregory, Michelle Stivens, Milston Professional 
Advisory, Morse Group, Nicholas Hansen, One Agency, Orange City Centre, Orange Credit Union, 
Paul Montagliani, Collins Books, Quest Apartments, Richard Hattersley, Ricky Puata, Rob Drage, 
Robert Alford, Robert Campbell, Robert Holland, Jack Evans and Shawn Dwyer 
 
Apologies: 
 
NIL 
 
Confirmation of 2018 AGM Minutes 
 
Motion:  that the Minutes from the 2018 AGM as tendered be accepted 
Moved:       Nicole Chapman                                     Seconded:  Rob Drage 
 
 
Business Arising from Minutes -   
  
NIL 
 



Reports 
 
President’s Report: 
 
Ash Brown thanked the Board for their contribution in the 2018-19 financial year. He stated that 
now that the financial health of the Chamber is strong the focus for 2019-20 financial year will be 
to promote the Chamber and grow the membership and sponsorship.  
 
Ash thanked the Awards committee for their efforts which saw: 

• Awards Night sold out to full capacity (400 people) 3 weeks prior to the event 
• Sponsorship was extremely successful and most of the 2018-19 sponsors have agreed to 

renew their sponsorship for 2019-20 Awards 
 
The current Board launched two websites during the year (Awards / Chamber), encouraged a 
positive relationship with the local press and look forward to launching some exciting news from 
the State Chamber.  
 
Motion: THAT the President’s report be accepted as delivered 
Moved:   Noelle Cornish                                     Seconded: Shawn Dwyer 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Dan Sutton noted that the 2018-19 financial year result was exceptional. There was a dramatic 
turnaround which saw the Chamber return a profit for the first time in over a decade. The results 
were due to the ‘New Chamber’ exercise of 18 months ago which reviewed the purpose of the 
Chamber and the viability in Orange. The Board have used a ‘back to basics’ approach to further 
reduce the expenses of the Chamber. With the success achieved over the past 2 years, we can 
now move into the third year of the plan, which centres around delivering value for members on a 
more regular basis. 
 
Additional sponsors and the newly structured sponsorship packages resulted in an excellent 
increase in sponsorship, which was a welcome surprise compared to what we had budgeted for 
after the previous awards. This allowed us to spend more on the 2019 awards than what was 
budgeted, which resulted in a sell-out of the awards and an overwhelming positive response from 
members and award night attendants. 
 
Membership numbers between 1 July 2018 and 30 June 2019 increased 1 in 5, without an 
adjustment to the membership fee, showing a response to the success of ongoing marketing to 
local businesses via our new website and board activities.  
 
The success of the awards, the stabilisation of our governance, and the overhaul of our operating 
activities has now allowed us to look to the third year of our strategy, which is all around 
providing real ongoing benefits to our members and the Orange business community. 
 
Our budget for the year ahead includes: 

- $300 per month for local events  
- $3,000 per quarter allocated for the use of engaging an industry speaker for member 

events 
- $200 per month allocated for increased online activity by way of advertising/promotional 

activities 



- $13,000 allocated for wages to ensure the board has the support it needs to run regular 
member events, in addition to $13,000 of wages allocated for an employee’s time on the 
annual awards. 

 
Motion: THAT the Treasurer’s report be accepted as delivered 
Moved:   Ash Brown                                     Seconded: Shawn Dwyer 

Vice President Report: 
 
Shawn Dwyer discussed the external local events that have been promoted to members through 
the year, the Chamber ‘After 5’ events that members attended as well as the numerous meetings 
that the Chamber Board has attended on behalf of the Chamber members this year. Shawn also 
discussed the marketing opportunities and relationships that are currently being nurtured with 
the local press and sponsors for the Awards Night 2020 and the Events that are planned for 
members.  
 
Election of Executive Committee 
 
President Ash Brown called for suspension of standing orders for the Election of the Executive 
Committee and asked Returning Officer, Noelle Cornish to take the chair. 
 
The following nominations were given for the Board positions: 
 
President: Ash Brown (incumbent) and Richard Hattersley 
Vice-President: Shawn Dwyer (incumbent) and Daniel McGregor 
Secretary: Amanda Spalding  
Treasurer: Dan Sutton 
Executive Committee: Jack Evans, Leiarna Dunworth 
 
An election was held for President and Vice-President positions with the following results: 
 
Ash Brown (28 votes) / Richard Hattersley (10 votes) 
Shawn Dwyer (22 votes) / Dan McGregor (16 votes) 
 
Positions for 2019-2020 Financial Year are as follows:  
 
President: Ash Brown 
Vice President: Shawn Dwyer 
Treasurer: Dan Sutton 
Secretary: Amanda Spalding 
Executive Committee: Jack Evans, Leiarna Dunworth 
 
Meeting closed: 6:22pm 

 

 

 

  


